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Introduction

The ISTEP+ Spring 2016 test was administered to Indiana students in Grades 3-8 and 10. The test
included two parts: Part 1 was given in March, and Part 2 took place in late April and early May.
Part 1 contained Applied Skills test questions (also referred to as open-ended items) that were hand
scored by trained evaluators, and Part 2 was machine scored. Scores for Part 1 and Part 2 are
combined to generate a student’s total score.

Test results, as well as images of the Applied Skills student responses, are available online, and
schools are expected to discuss results with parents and students. As a springboard for these
conversations and to serve as a resource for teachers, the Indiana Department of Education has
created this document, which consists of the following:

» a brief description of the types of questions on the test
» a short summary of scoring rules utilized by the trained evaluators
« a copy of the rubrics—or scoring guides—used by evaluators to score student responses

« acopy of the released Applied Skills questions (“released” means the items are posted on
the web and are no longer secure; therefore, the released test items can be discussed and
used with students as future practice items)

» anchor papers—or sample student responses—used by evaluators to distinguish between
score points

Notes:

» The Part 1 open-ended questions are released when test results are made available.
> ltis important to keep in mind that the majority of a student’s score is calculated from items in

Part 2. Since Part 2 items are secure and are not released, they are not included in this
document.
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Question Types

This document addresses questions from ISTEP+ Part 1. Students demonstrate their knowledge and
understanding by responding to items that are open-ended, providing written responses in a short-
answer or essay-type format.

Part 1 consists of the following test question types: Constructed-Response (CR), Extended-Response
(ER), and a Writing Prompt (WP). Item types vary by subject area. Math, Science, and Social
Studies include CR and ER items. English/Language Arts includes CR and WP test questions.

Scoring

The questions on ISTEP+ Part 1 are scored by evaluators who must have a four-year college degree
and pass a series of qualifying tests. Prior to scoring student responses, evaluators receive
extensive training to ensure that student responses are scored accurately and consistently.

For Part 1 of ISTEP+, each question is scored according to a rubric, or scoring guide. Rubrics clearly
define the requirements for each score point. A set of student responses representing all of the score
points on a rubric are selected as samples—called anchor papers—and are used as clear examples
of specific score points. Anchor papers are presented within this document.

ISTEP+ Part 1: English/Language Arts
Score
Question Type Reporting Scoring Method
Categories

. 2-pt. CR Rubric

Constructed-Response (CR) Reading (Grades 3-8, 10)
6-pt. Writing Rubric

(Grades 5-8, 10)
Writing Prompt (WP) Writing 4-pt. Grammar and

Usage Rubric
(Grades 5-8, 10)
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If a student’s response is unable to be scored, it is assigned one of the following condition codes:

Blank/No Response/Refusal

lllegible

Written predominantly in a language other than English

Insufficient response/Copied from text

Response not related to test questions or scoring rule (not applied to
Mathematics questions)

mooOm>

More information is available regarding assessment topics on the Office of Student Assessment
homepage at http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment.
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English/Language Arts
Constructed-Responses

Session One, English/Language Arts, contains a reading comprehension task. This task allows the
students to demonstrate their understanding and comprehension of nonfiction or literary text. The
reading comprehension task consists of one passage and three constructed-response (CR)
guestions. Because this is a reading comprehension task, all of the information students need to
answer the questions correctly is contained in the text. All responses should be based on information
from the text and will be scored for reading comprehension only. The following pages display the CR
guestions.

An example of a top-score response is provided for each CR question. The top-score response
demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive two points.
The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from
the reading passage that accompanied the item, many elements of which students typically use in
their responses to receive two points.

Each CR question is followed by sample student responses, called anchor papers. The anchor
papers are accompanied by explanations of the score points received.

English/ Language Arts
2-point Constructed-Response (CR) Rubric

2 points Proficient
The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information given is text-based
and relevant to the task.

1 point Partially Proficient
The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task, but some of the information
may be too general, too simplistic, or not supported by the text.

0 point Not Proficient

The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it contains
information that is inaccurate, incomplete, and/or missing altogether.
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Passage

Directions
Read the story "Maude’s Story.” Then answer the questions.

Maude’s Story

1 "Care for another?” Marcel asked, bustling off before I could even offer a
distracted nod in response, He knew my habits well and could be reasonably
certain that I'd stick around for another cup of coffee or two. Or five. He was a
much better waiter than I had any right to expect, actually. I occupied the
same table five days out of six for hours at a time, alternately scribbling like a
madman and staring off into space. I would have thought he'd rather wait on a
steady stream of ordinary people than on one wild-eyed writer, but he seemed
to like me well enough.

2 I started coming to Proust’s about a year ago to sit on the cramped patio, sip
mediocre coffee, and soak up the universe. People-watching, they call it, and
it's what I do when I need inspiration. I'm fairly successful as writers go—not a
household name, necessarily, but my books sell well enough to make a tidy
income. [ attribute that success to the people-watching habit ['ve cultivated
over the years. The activity is more or less what its name implies. I sit
someplace where I have a view of the city’s foot traffic and watch the to-ing
and fro-ing of the local populace. When a particularly interesting
individual walks by, I make up a background story. Where is that woman going
in such a hurry? Why does that man look so angry? Occasionally, these little
tales of mine develop into full-grown stories, and the angry man who walked
by me one day becomes a character in my next novel.

3 I had been frequenting the café long enough that Marcel and I had reached
about our hundredth cup of coffee, When he returned with it, he asked what
brought me to the café so often. I told him about my writing and, after some
more questions on his part, about people-watching. The next day he surprised
me by pointing to a woman who was standing across the street and asking,
"What's her story?”

4 T hesitated a moment, finding myself reluctant to share this part of
my world with someone. Though I catch only flashes of them as they walk
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past, the people I observe are part of my own story. My writing is the most
important aspect of my life. These people who stroll by, oblivious to my
writer's gaze, are more than my muses. They are my friends, my family.

5 "Well,” I began slowly, "her name’s Maude. You see how she’s clutching that
map like a life preserver? She’s new to the city, and she’s lost.”

6 “She looks pretty upset, too,” Marcel added, surprising me further with this
unprompted addition to my story.

7 “Yes. That's because she's on her way to meet someone, and she's running
late.”

8 "Who's she meeting?”

9 “An old friend, actually. They'd lost touch over the years, but the rise of social
media reunited them. Virtually, at least. This will be the first time they've seen
each other in person in more than a decade, and Maude is nervous.”

10 "Why's she nervous? I thought they were friends,” Marcel prompted me.

11 “"Maude isn't really used to being around people anymore,” I elaborated. "She
works from home, and when she wants to talk to friends or family, she just
uses her phone or computer, Face-to-face interaction has become something of
a foreign concept to her.”

12 “That sounds like a lonely way to live.”

13 "Yes, she’s been very lonely. But she won't realize it until she sees this friend
of hers.”

14 “She’s going to make the meeting after all, then?” Marcel was beginning to
sound interested in Maude’s story.

15 "I can't tell you that. I haven't written it yet,” I replied. Perhaps frustrated with
my incomplete plot, Marcel offered me only the ghost of a smile before leaving
to attend to another customer.

16 From that point forward, Marcel would pause at my table for a few moments
every day to ask for somebody’s story. Despite my initial reluctance, I began
to enjoy telling him my tales; it was like sharing a secret with a friend.

17 "Why is that man wearing a suit with sneakers?” Marcel would ask.
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18 I would lean forward, whispering conspiratorially, "He overslept this morning
and had to get dressed in a hurry, He won't realize what kind of shoes he's
wearing until the middle of an important meeting with a client this afternoon.”

19 One day I was in the middle of a story about the woman across the street with
an outrageously large hat when my phone buzzed, signaling a text message. |
spared it a quick glance, then rolled my eyes and turned it face down on the
table. Marcel looked at me with raised eyebrows, a slight question written on
his face.

20 "Some friends of mine are getting together for dinner tonight, and they've
been bugging me to join them. I've told them a dozen times I can’t. I have too
much work to do.”

21 “You barely set your pen down all day while you're here,” he pointed out.
“Surely you can spare a couple of hours away from the old ball and chain.”

22 "I'm working on something I think could be really good, though. You
remember our friend Maude? It's her story.”

23 Marcel just shook his head, smiling slightly. If I hadn't known better, I would
have said there was a shadow behind that smile—one that looked suspiciously
like pity.

24 1 didn't meet my friends for dinner that night, or for lunch the next weekend. I
turned my phone to silent, and as the days passed I didn't even notice when it
stopped ringing altogether. I wrote furiously every day at Proust’s and late into
the night at home, pouring out page after page like a storm cloud pours rain.

25 When I felt like I was about halfway through with the novel, I gathered the
pages I had written and took them with me to the café. I sat at my normal
table and was puzzled when an unfamiliar young woman approached to take
my order.

26 "Well, I guess Marcel deserves a day off every once in a while,” I joked to the
new server.

27 "Yesterday was his last day,” she responded.

28 "Wow, that was sudden,” I said, feeling confusion creep across my face.

29 "He put his notice in a while ago, actually. I guess he found a job closer to
where he lives."

30 I paused for a moment before speaking again. "Oh, okay. Well, I'll just take a
cup of coffee, then. Cream, no sugar, please.”

31 As the server walked away to fill my order, I looked down at the table, turning
my attention to the manuscript in front of me and the story of sad, lonely
Maude.
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ltem #1
Constructed-Response
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Constructed-Response
Reading: Literature

Question 1

1. Explain how the narrator and Marcel’s interactions change as the story
advances. Support your answer with details from the story.

Top-Score Response:

The narrator and Marcel’s relationship begins as just customer and server. Their interactions are limited to
coffee refills. As the story progresses, Marcel becomes interested in the narrator’s work and begins to engage
the narrator in conversations about the people he is writing about. The narrator shares the story of a person on
the street he names Maude, a lonely woman who is going to meet a friend. The narrator gets wrapped up in
creating this story, and Marcel begins to encourage him to go out with his friends. Instead, the narrator
becomes so engrossed in his writing, he does not realize Marcel is leaving for another job until he is gone.

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in
their responses to receive two points.
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Question 1, Sample A - Score Point 2

Explain how the narrator and Marcel's Interactions change as the story
advances. Support your answer with details from the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information
provided helps to explain how the interactions between the narrator and Marcel change as
the story advances. The specific description of their interactions (the narrator and Marcel
were not that closed) and (As the story advances they become to be comfortable with each
other) are supported by relevant details. The details provided (The story stated “Cared for
other?” Marcel asked, bustling off before | could even offer a distracted nod in response”)
and (“I began to enjoy telling him my tales; it was like sharing a secret with my friends”)
help support the changing interactions.

Question 1, Sample B — Score Point 2

Explain how the narrator and Marcel’s interactions change as the story
advances. Support your answer with details from the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information
provided helps explain how the interactions between the narrator and Marcel change as the
story advances. The specific description of their interactions (The interactions between the
narrator and Marcel begin as normal, casual conversation) and (As the story advances they
talk more like friends) are supported by relevant details. The details provided (when Marcel
asks the narrator about his work) and (the narrator replies with the story about Maude) help
support the changing interactions. Page 11 of 60




Question 1, Sample C — Score Point 1

The narrator and Marcel's interactions change as the story advances by the narrator
sharing his stories with Marcel. The two become more like friends than a server and
customer. The details that would support this is when they start talking about the
random people and what their stories would be bring them closer.

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The response
includes how the interactions between the narrator and Marcel change as the story
advances (The two become more like friends than a server and customer). The detalil
provided (when they start talking about the random people and what their stories would be
bring them closer) is vague. Overall, the response is too general.

Question 1, Sample D — Score Point 1

The narrator and marcel interactions change because thr narrator and marcel didn't
know each other but they began to talk and become friends

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The response
includes how the interactions between the narrator and Marcel change as the story advances
(thr narrator and marcel didn’t know each other but they began to talk and become friends).
However, there are no details to support the explanation.
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Question 1, Sample E — Score Point 0

Explain how the narrator and Marcel’s interactions change as the story
advances. Suppnrt your answer with details fmm the story.

Th *ﬂw‘ \ iﬁ‘JI;C‘*zﬁ"‘ L"‘x* A j{‘r efieAt  ag qu}"
'irhﬁ; 6}@‘{\{ ai"f&"""f&ﬂa

Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The response
does not provide an explanation of how the narrator and Marcel’s interactions change as the
story advances.

Question 1, Sample F — Score Point 0

Explain how the narrator and Marcel’s interacticns change as the story
advances. Support your answer with detzils from the stnry.

TRl I UOU 0 BUIRO Wrsd S
”E{?ﬁ mii Jf % . Q‘;&b ;Lﬁ \'“’ a’ﬂ?}'{ﬁ% 3‘__*% hhé {:&f'i
OO0, o NGOG .

Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it
contains irrelevant information and does not answer the question.
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ltem #2
Constructed-Response
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Constructed-Response
Reading: Literature

Question 2

2. How does the narrator develop the connection between the ideas of
personal isolation and his passion for writing? Support your
answer with details from the story,

Top-Score Response:

The narrator creates the story of Maude. In his story, she is a lonely woman who is isolated from others and is
unused to face-to-face interaction. She begins to realize her loneliness when she meets with an old friend. The
narrator becomes so obsessed with telling this story that he cuts himself off from his friends by not returning
phone calls and refusing to meet them for dinner so he can spend more time writing. In order to write, the
narrator feels like he needs to be isolated and becomes much like his character, Maude.

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in
their responses to receive two points.
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Question 2, Sample A — Score Point 2

The author's job causes him to become disconnected to society like Maude had. The
narrator's job causes him to ignore his friends and stop going to the cafe just like how
Maude's job online cut her off from face-to-face interaction. When the narrator finally

returns to the cafe he learns Marcel quit but chooses to write his story instead of seeing
Marcel again.

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information provided
helps explain the connection between personal isolation and the narrator’s passion for writing
(The author’s job causes him to become disconnected to society like Maude had. The narrator’s
job cause him to ignore his friends and stop going to the café). The detail provided (When the
narrator finally returns to the café he learns Marcel quit but chooses to write his story instead of
seeing Marcel again) helps support the connection between the two ideas.

Question 2, Sample B — Score Point 2

How does the narrator develop the connection between the ideas of
personal isolation and his passion for writing? Support your
answer with details from the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information
provided helps explain the connection between personal isolation and the narrator’'s passion
for writing (He doesn’t go out with friends because he is so busy writing. . .\Writing has taken
over his life, isolating him from everyone). The detail provided (“/ didn’t even notice when it
stopped ringing altogether”) helps support the connection between the two ideas.
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Question 2, Sample C — Score Point 1

The narrator develop the connnection between the ideas of personal isolation and his
passion for writing by not going out and doing anything with his friends. In the text is
says, "l didn't meet my friends for dinner thar night, or for lunch the next weekend....

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task by providing a
relevant detail for the connection between personal isolation and the narrator’s passion for
writing (“/ didn’t meet my friends for dinner thar night, or for lunch the next weekend”). The
response only partially addresses the idea of personal isolation without fully connecting it
to the idea of passion for writing.

Question 2, Sample D — Score Point 1

How does the narrator develop the connection between the ideas of
personal isolation and his passion for writing? Support your
answer with details from the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task by explaining the
connection between personal isolation and the narrator’s passion for writing (Writing has
become so important to him that he doesn’t even care about the outside world. He doesn't
focus on anything but the writting). No relevant details from the text support the
explanation.

Page 17 of 60



Question 2, Sample E — Score Point 0

How does the narrator develop the connection between the ideas of
personal isolation and his passion for writing? Support your
answer with detzils from the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The response
contains insufficient connection between personal isolation and passion for writing with no

detail.

Question 2, Sample F — Score Point 0

How does the narrator develop the connection between the ideas of
personal isolation and his passion for writing? Support your
answer with details from the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The response
contains a restatement of the question with an explanation and details that are text-based

but do not accurately answer the question.
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ltem #3
Constructed-Response
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Constructed-Response
Reading: Literature

Question 3

3. Explain the significance of the narrator’s story about Maude. Support your
answer with details from the story.

Top-Score Response:

The narrator creates a story about “sad, lonely Maude” who has isolated herself from friends and family, only
interacting with people virtually. She realizes her loneliness when she meets up with an old friend. This story is
significant because the narrator is ironically doing the same thing to himself. He works on his writing
constantly, refusing to meet up with friends for dinner or lunch. His loneliness is truly revealed when the waiter,
Marcel, leaves for another job and he only notices once he is gone.

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required
to receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support
drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in
their responses to receive two points.
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Question 3, Sample A — Score Point 2

Explain the significance of the narrator’s story about Maude. Support your
answer with details from the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information
provided helps to explain the significance of the narrator’s story about Maude (The
narrator’s story about Maude is significant because it parallels the narrator’s life. . .Both are
lonely.) The details provided (Maude “. . .works from home. . .Face-to-face interaction has
become something of a foreign concept fo her.”) and (“ . .turned my phone to silent. . . |
didn’t even notice when it stopped ringing altogether”) help support the significance of the
narrator’s story.

Question 3, Sample B — Score Point 2

The narrator's story of Maude is really a story of his life. He works so hard on this book
that he begins to ignore his friends and isolates himself like Maude is isolated. Maude
didn't realize she is lonley until she meets up with her old friend, and the narrator didn't
realize he was lonley until marcel quit his job.

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information
provided helps explain the significance of the narrator’s story about Maude (The narrator’s
story of Maude is really a story of his life). The details provided (Maude didn’t realize she is
lonely until she meets up with her old friend) and (the narrator didn’t realize he was lonely
until marcel quit his job) help support the significance of the narrator’s story.
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Question 3, Sample C — Score Point 1

The importance of maude is that it describes the narrator's own life. He states in the
story that the characters in his stories are an aspect of himself. So by writing about
someone who is isolated from the world, he is really writing about himself.

Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The response
includes information which helps explain the significance of the narrator’s story (it describes
the narrator’s own life. . . So by writing about someone who is isolated from the world, he is
really writing about himself). However, the response lacks specific details from the text to
support the explanation.

Question 3, Sample D — Score Point 1

Explain the significance of the narrator’s story about Maude. Support your
answer with details from the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response fulfills some of the requirements of the task. The response
includes information which helps explain the significance of the narrator’s story (While he
was writing the story about Maude he slowly became like her, isolated from his friends).
However, the response lacks specific details from the text to support the explanation.
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Question 3, Sample E — Score Point 0

The siginicance about marude is that she is not used to being around people anymore.
Because of the fact that she works form home. The only interaction that she has is on a

computer not face to face. "Face-to-face interaction has become something of a foreign
consept to her."

Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. While the response
includes text-based details, it has insufficient information to explain the significance of the
narrator’s story.

Question 3, Sample F — Score Point 0

Explain the significance of the narrator’s story about Maude. Support your
answer with details from the story.
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Scoring Notes: This response does not fulfill the requirements of the task. The response
includes incorrect information in its attempt to explain the significance of the narrator’s story.
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ltem #4
Writing Prompt
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Writing Prompt

In the article "Driverliess Cars Are Coming,” the author presents both
positive and negative aspects of driverless cars. Using details from the
article, create an argument for or against the development of these cars.

Be sure to include

e your position on driverless cars
e appropriate details from the article that support your position
* an introduction, a body, and a conclusion to your argumentative essay
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Passage

Directions
Read the article “Driverless Cars Are Coming.” Then answer the
questions.

Driverless Cars Are Coming

1 Can you imagine a time in the future when no one buys cars because no one
needs them anymore? Google cofounder Sergey Brin can. He envisions a
future with a public transportation system where fleets of driveriess cars form
a public-transport taxi system, The cars he foresees would use half the fuel of
today’s taxis and offer far more flexibility than a bus. He believes such cars
would fundamentally change the world,

2 Television and movies have long been fascinated with cars that could drive
themselves. In reality, Google has had cars that could drive independently
under specific conditions since 2009, Their cars have driven more than half a
million miles without a crash, but so far, Google cars aren’t truly driverless;
they still alert the driver to take over when pulling in and out of driveways or
dealing with complicated traffic issues, such as navigating through roadwork or
accidents. So what roadblocks lie ahead for the autonomous car?

Sensing the World

3 Let’s begin by looking at which companies are making computer-driven cars.
Originally, many futurists believed the key to developing self-driving cars
someday wasn’t so much smarter cars as smarter roads. For example, in the
late 1950s, General Motors created a concept car that could run on a special
test track. The track was embedded with an electrical cable that sent radio
signals to a receiver on the front end of the car. Engineers at Berkeley tried
something similar, but they used magnets with alternating polarity. The car
read the positive and negative polarity as messages in binary codel, These
smart-road systems worked surprisingly well, but they required massive

binary code—a coding system that uses the binary digits 0 and 1 to represent a letter, digit,
or other characters in a computer and other electronic devices
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upgrades to existing roads, something that was simply too expensive o be
practical.

4 Without the option of smarter roads, manufacturers turned to smarter
cars—but how much smarter did the cars need to be? For starters, they
needed a whole lot of sensors, Google's modified Toyota Prius uses
position-estimating sensors on the left rear wheel, a rotating sensor on the
roof, a video camera mounted near the rearview mirror, four automotive radar
sensors, a8 GPS receiver, and an inertial motion sensor. The most important bit
of technology In this system Is the spinning sensor on the roof. Dubbed LIDAR,
it uses laser beams to form a constantly updating 3-D model of the car’s
surroundings. The combination of all this input is necessary for the driverless
car to mimic the skill of a human at the wheel.

5 Sensors are nothing new, of course, In the 1980s, automakers used speed
sensors at the wheels in the creation of antilock brakes. Within 10 years, those
senscrs had become more advanced to detect and respond to the danger of
out-of-control skids or rollovers. The information from the sensors can cause
the car to apply brakes on individual wheels and reduce power from the
engine, allowing far better response and control than a human driver could
manage alone. Further improvements in sensors and computer hardware and
software to make driving safer are also leading to cars that can handle more
and more driving tasks on their own.

Driving or Assisting?

6 Antilock brakes and driver assistance still seem a long way from the dream of
calling a driverless cab to take us wherever we desire, but Sebastian Thrun,
founder of the Google Car project, believes that the technology has finally
begun to catch up to the dream. "There was no way, before 2000, to make
something interesting. The sensors weren't there, the computers weren't
there, and the mapping wasn't there. Radar was a device on a hilltop that cost
two hundred million dollars. It wasn't something you could buy at Radic
Shack.” So just how driverless will the cars be in the near future?

7 In 2013, BMW announced the development of "Traffic Jam Assistant.” The car
can handle driving functions at speeds up to 25 mph, but special touch sensors
make sure the driver keeps hold of the wheel. In fact, none of the cars
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developed so far are completely driverless. They can steer, accelerate, and
brake themselves, but all are designed to notify the driver when the road
ahead requires human skills, such as navigating through work zones and
around accidents. This means the human driver must remain alert and be
ready to take over when the situation requires. This necessitates the car being
ready to quickly get the driver’'s attention whenever a problem occurs. GM has
developed driver's seats that vibrate when the vehicle is in danger of backing
into an object. The Google car simply announces when the driver should be
prepared to take over. Other options under consideration are flashing lights on
the windshield and other heads-up displays. Manufacturers are also
considering using cameras to watch that drivers are remaining focused on the
road. While the driver watches the road, the car watches the driver,

8 Why would anyone want a driverless car that still needs a driver? Wouldn't
drivers get bored waiting for their turn to drive? *The psychological aspects of
automation are really a challenge,” admits Dr. Werner Huber, a BMW project
manager driver, “We have to interpret the driving fun in a new way."” Some
manufacturers hope to do that by bringing in-car entertainment and
information systems that use heads-up displays. Such displays can be turned
off instantly when the driver needs to take over—something not available to
drivers trying to text with a cell phone. In this way, the in-car system is

actually a safety feature, and safety is a big concern.

Waiting on the Law

9 Most driving laws focus on keeping drivers, passengers, and pedestrians safe,
and lawmakers know that safety is best achieved with alert drivers. Presently,
traffic laws are written with the assumption that the only safe car has a human
driver in control at all times. As a result, in most states it is illegal even to test
computer-driven cars. California, Nevada, Florida, and the District of Columbia
have led the country in allowing limited use of semi-autonomous cars;
manufacturers believe that more states will follow as soon as the cars are
proved more reliably safe. Still, even if traffic laws change, new laws will be
needed in order to cover liability in the case of an accident. If the technology
fails and somecne is injured, who is at fault—the driver or the manufacturer?

10 Automakers are continuing thelr work on the assumption that the problems
ahead will be solved. Tesla has projected a 2016 release for a car capable of
driving on autopilot 90 percent of the time. Mercedes-Benz, Audi, and Nissan
plan to have cars that can drive themselves by 2020, The road to the truly
autonomous car stretches on ahead of us, but we grow closer to the
destination every day.
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Writing Rubric
Grades 5-12

SCORE POINT &

A Score Point 6 paper is rare. It fully accomplishes the task in a thorough and insightful manner
and has a distinctive quality that sets it apart as an outstanding performance.

Ideas and Content

Does the writing fully accomplish the task (e.g., support an opinion/argument, summarize, tell a
story, or write an article)? Does it

o present a unifying theme or main idea without going off on tangents?
» stay completely focused on topic and task?
Does the writing include thorough, relevant, and complete ideas? Does it

» include in-depth information and exceptional supporting facts and details that fully develop the
topic?

« fully explore many facets of the topic?

Organization

Are the ideas in the writing organized logically? Does the writing

+  present a meaningful, cohesive whole with a beginning, a middle, and an end (i.e., include an
inviting introduction and a strong conclusion)?

*  progress in an order that enhances meaning?

» include smooth transifions between ideas, sentences, and paragraphs to enhance meaning of
text (i.e., have a clear connection of ideas and use topic sentences)?

Style

Does the writing exhibit exceptional word usage? Does it

* include vocabulary to make explanations detailed and precise, descriptions rich, and actions clear
and vivid (e.q., varied word choices, action words, appropriate modifiers, sensory details)?

« demonsirate control of a challenging vocabulary?
Does the writing demonstrate exceptional writing technique?
» |5 the writing exceptionally fluent?
« [Does it include varied sentence pattems, including complex sentences?

« [Does it demonstrate use of writer's techniques {e_g_, literary conventions such as imagery and
dialogue andfor literary genres such as humor and suspense)?

Voice

Does the writing demonstrate effective adjustment of language and tone to task and reader? Does
it

« establish and maintain a style appropriate o purpose?

 demonstrate a strong sense of audience?

« exhibit an original perspective (e.g., authoritative, lively, andfor exciting)?
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SCORE POINT 5

A Score Point 5 paper represents a solid performance. It fully accomplishes the task, but lacks the
overall level of sophistication and consistency of a Score Point 6 paper.

Ideas and Content

Does the writing fully accomplish the task (e.g.. support an opinion/argument, summarize, tell a
story, or write an article)? Does it

o present a unifying theme or main idea without going off on tangents?
« stay focused on topic and task?
Does the writing include many relevant ideas? Does it

»  provide in-depth information and more than adequate supporting facts and details that fully
develop the topic?

« gxplore many facets of the topic?

Organization

Are the ideas in the writing organized logically? Does the writing

» present a meaningful, cohesive whole with a beginning, a middle, and an end {i.e., include a solid
introduction and conclusion)?

» progress in an order that enhances meaning of fext?

o nclude smoogth transitions (e.g., use topic sentences) between sentences and paragraphs to
enhance meaning of text? (Writing may have an occasional lapse.)

Style

Does the writing exhibit very good word usage? Does it

¢ include vocabulary to make explanations detailed and precise, descriptions rich, and actions clear
and vivid?

» demonstrate control of vocabulary?

Does the writing demonstrate very good writing technique?
o |5 the writing very fluent?
»  Dpes it include varied sentence pattems, including complex sentences?

¢ [Dpes it demonstrate use of writer's technigues (e.g., literary conventions such as imagery and
dialogue and/or literary genres such as humor and suspense)?

Voice

Does the writing demonsirate effective adjustment of language and tone to task and reader? Does
it

+ establish and maintain a style approprate o purpose?

+ demonstrate a sense of audience?

o gxhibit an original perspective (e q., authoritative, lively, andfor exciting)?
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SCORE POINT 4

A Score Point 4 paper represents a good performance. It accomplishes the task, but generally
needs to exhibit more development, better organization, or a more sophisticated writing style to
receive a higher score,

Ideas and Content

Does the writing accomplish the task (e.g., support an opinion‘argument, summarize, tell a story,
or write an article)? Does it

» present a unifying theme or main idea? (Wrting may include minor tangents.)
+ stay mostly focused on topic and task?
Does the writing include relevant ideas? Does it

» include sufficient information with supporting facts and details that develop the topic? (Details
may not be fully developed; ideas may he listed.)

« gxplore some facets of the topic?

Organization

Are the ideas in the writing organized logically? Does the writing

« present a meaningful whole with a beginning, a middle, and an end despite an occasional lapse
(e.g., a weak introduction or conclusion)?

« generally progress in an order that enhances meaning of text?

¢ include transitions betwesen sentences and paragraphs o enhance meaning of text? (Transitions
may be rough, although some topic sentences are included.)

Style

Does the writing exhibit good word usage? Does it

# include vocabulary that is appropriately chosen, with words that clearly convey the writer's
meaning?

» demonstrate control of basic vocabulary?
Does the writing demonstrate good writing technique?
v |5 the writing fluent?
» [Does it exhibit some varied sentence pattems, including some complex sentences?

« [oes it demonstrate an attempt to use writer's techniques (e.q., literary conventions such as
imagery and dialogue andfor literary genres such as humor and suspense)?

Voice

Does the writing demonstrate an attempt to adjust language and tone to task and reader? Does it

« establish and maintain a style mostly appropriate to purpose? (The writing may occasionally slip
out of register.)

« demonsirate some sense of audisnce?

« afttempt an original perspective?
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SCORE POINT 3

A Score Point 3 paper represents a performance that minimally accomplishes the task. Some
elements of development, organization, and writing style are weak.

Ideas and Content

Does the writing minimally accomplish the task (e.g., support an opinionfargument, summarize,
tell a story, or write an article)? Does it

« attempt a unifying theme or main idea?
» stay somewhat focused on topic and fask?
Does the writing include some relevant ideas? Does it

* include some information with only a few details, or list ideas with minimal facts and supporting
details to develop the topic?

« gxplore some faceis of the topic?

COrganization

Is there an attempt to logically organize ideas in the writing? Does the writing
» have a beginning, a middle, or an end that may be weak or absent?

+ gdemonsirate an attempt to progress in an order that enhances meaning? (Progression of text
may sometimes be unclear or out of order.)

« gdemonsirate an attempt to include transitions? (Are some fopic sentences used? Are transitions
between sentences and paragraphs weak or absent?)

Style

Does the writing exhibit ordinary word usage? Does it
» contain basic vocabulary, with words that are predictable and commaon?
» demonsirate some control of vocabulary?

Does the writing demonstrate average writing technigque?
v |5 the writing generally fluent?

+ Does it contain mostly simple sentences (although there may be an attempt at more varied
sentence patterns)?

* |5 it generally ordinary and predictable?

Voice

Does the writing demonstrate an attempt to adjust language and tone to task and reader? Does it
« demonstrate difficulty establishing and maintaining a style appropriate to purpose?

« demonsirate little sense of audienca?

« generally lack an original perspective?
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SCORE POINT 2

A Score Point 2 paper represents a performance that only partially accomplishes the task. Some
responses may exhibit difficulty maintaining a focus, Others may be too brief to provide sufficient
development of the topic or evidence of adequate organizational or writing style.

Ideas and Content

Does the writing only partially accomplish the task (e.g., support an opinion/argument,
summarize, tell a story, or write an article)? Does it

» attempt a main idea?
» sometimes lose focus or ineffectively display focus?
Does the writing include few relevant ideas? Does it
# include [ittle information and few or no facts and details to develop the topic?

« gxplore only one or two facets of the topic?

Organization

Is there a minimal attempt to logically organize ideas in the writing?
» [Does the writing have only one or two of the three elements: beginning, middle, and end?

v s the writing sometimes difficult to follow? (Progression of text may be confusing or unclear.)

« Are transitions weak or absent (e.g., few or no fopic sentences)?

Style

Does the writing exhibit minimal word usage? Does it
« contain limited vocabulary? (Some words may be used incormectly.)

» demonstrate minimal control of vocabulany?
Does the writing demonstrate minimal writing technigque?

» [Does the writing exhibit some flugncy?
» [Does it rely mosily on simple sentences?

« |5 it often repeiitive, predictable, or dull?

Voice

Does the writing demonstrate language and tone that may be inappropriate to task and reader?
Does it

* demonsirate difficulty establishing a style appropriate to purpose?
» demonsirate little or no sense of audience?

» lack an orginal perspective?

Page 33 of 60



SCORE POINT 1

A Score Point 1 paper represents a performance that fails to accomplish the task. It exhibits
considerable difficulty in areas of development, organization, and writing style. The writing is
generally either very brief or rambling and repetitive, sometimes resulting in a response that may
be difficult to read or comprehend.

Ideas and Content

Does the writing fail to accomplish the task (e.g., support an opinion /argument, summarize, tell a
story, or write an article)? Is it

« difficult for the reader to discem the main idea?
« oo brief or too repetitive to establish or maintain a focus?
Does the writing include very few relevant ideas?

» Does it include little information with few or no facts and details or unrelated facts and details to
develop the topic?

« |5 it unsuccessful in attempts to explore any facets of the prompt?

Organization

Are the ideas in the writing organized illogically?

v Does it have only one or two of the three elements: beginning, middle, or end?
v s it difficult to follow, with the order possibly difficult to discem?

» Are transitions weak or absent (e.g., without fopic sentences)?

Style

Does the writing exhibit less than minimal word usage? Does It
« contain limited vocabulary, with many words used incomecthy?
« demonsirate minimal or less than minimal control of vocabulary?
Does the writing demonstrate less than minimal writing technique¥ Does it
v lack fluency?
v demonsirate problems with sentence pattems?

» consist of writing that is flat and lifeless?

Voice

Does the writing demonsirate language and tone that may be inappropriate to task and reader?
Does it

« demonstrate inability to establish a style appropriate to purpose?
 (demonsirate a lack of a sense of audience?

« lack an orginal perspective?
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Grammar and Usage Rubric
Grades 9-12

In their writing, students will apply the Standard English conventions defined in the 2014 Indiana Academic Standards for
their grade and all previous grades.

Score | Does the writing exhibit superior command of language skills?

A Seore Point 4 paper exhibitz a superior command of writfen Englizh language conventions. The paper provides evidence
thaf the student has a thorough confrol of the concepfs outlined in the Indiana Academic Sfandards associated with the
student’s grade level In a Score Point 4 paper, there are no erorz that impair the flow of communication. Ermmors are
generally of the firsf-draft vanely or accur when fthe sfudent altempls sophizticated sentence consfruchion.

Dioes the writing demonstrate superior command of capitalization conventions?

Dioes the writing demonstrate supenor command of the mechanics of punctuation?

Dioes the writing demonstrate supenor command of grade-level appropriate spelling?

Dioes the writing demonstrate superior command of grammar and English usage?

Dioes the writing demonstrate supenor command of paragraphing?

Dioes the writing demonstrate superor command of sentence structure by not using run-on sentences or
sentence fragments?

® & & & & @&

Does the writing exhibit good control of language skills?

In a Zcore Point 3 paper, ermorz are occazsional and are offen of the firsf-draff variety; they have a minor impact on the flow
of communicafion.

Dioes the writing demonstrate good control of capitalization conventions?

Dioes the writing demonstrate good control of the mechanics of punctuation?

Dioes the writing demonstrate good control of grade-level appropriate spelling?

Dioes the writing demonstrate good control of grammar and English usage?

Dioes the writing demonstrate good control of paragraphing?

Dioes the writing demonstrate good control of sentence structure by only cccasionally wusing run-on sentences or
sentence fragments?

® & & & & #

Does the writing exhibit fair control of language skills?

In a Score Point 2 paper, ermors are fypically frequent snd may occasionally impeade the flow of communication.

Dipes the writing demonstrate fair control of capitalization conventions?

Dioes thie writing demonstrate fair contral of the mechanics of punctuation?

Dioes the writing demonstrate fair control of grade-level appropriate speling?

Diopes the writing demonstrate fair control of grammar and English usage?

Does the writing demonstrate fair control of paragraphing?

Dioes the writing demaonstrate fair control of sentence structure by frequently using run-on sentences or sentence
fragments?

Pt
® B & & = &

Does the writing exhibit minimal or less than minimal control of language skills?

In a Score Point { paper, efmors are senous and numerous. The reader may need to sfop and reread part of the zample
and may struggle to dizcem the writer's meaning.

Dioes the writing demonstrate only minimal contrel of capitalzation conventions?

Diopes the writing demonstrate only minimal contrel of the mechanics of punctuation?

Dioes the writing demonstrate cnly minimal control of grade-level appropriate spelling?

Dioes the writing demonstrate only minimal contrel of grammar and English usage?

Dioes the writing demonstrate only minimal contrel of paragraphing?

Dioes thie writing demanstrate only minimal control of sentence structure by using many run-on sentences or
sentence fragments?

NOTE: The elements of this rubric are applied holistically; no element is intended o supersede any other element. The variety and
proportion of emors in relation to the length of the writing sample are comsidered. A wvery brief paper consisting of only a few sentences
may receive no more than 2 score points.
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Writing Prompt, Sample A
Writing — Score Point 6
Grammar and Usage — Score Point 4

Did vou know that we may change the future d*ast:“allv, just by changing how we
use cars? Computerized cars are becoming an increasingly bi gger hit as times goes on.
These ingenious machines have long been ressarched, allow plenty of efficiency, and,
most importantly, are safes and reliakle.

Qfficials at large companies such as G::gle as well as many others, hawve
long dreamt of a more technological future with computerized driving. Inm fact, many
have already extensively ressarched and built hrl___an: prototypes of these
machines. Sensors, which hawve been around since the 1520s, have besn signifigantly
improwved in only a decade. These can ke used to assist the computer in guiding the
car through roads, braking, turning, &l11 the functions nesded for a car to perform.
Wicth thess and the sxtensive research, we may soon hawve a perfectly capabls
cumputerized automobile.

Many pecople have expressed worry for their economy and their enviroment
throughout recent years. An amasing positive to having these cars is that a plethora
of respurces and money are sawved. These cars use only half of the fuel that most
cars use, and the path leading us to thesse gadgets 1s the cheapest we have devised.
Some have tried powering these cars using many stretches of road with magnets or
cables built into them. & much better alternative, howewer, is to Tturn to a Smarter
CAar, OVer a smarter road. Sensors placed arcound uhe “ehlh__ﬁ guide their way around
obstacles and allow the car to move freely, without any outside assistance o
expensively built roads.

Finally, there is the extremely important concept of safety. Google smart
cars have driwven more than half a mllion miles with an accident, and have besen
running since 200%. This, and our use of advanced sensor technology, more than show
that thess modern cars can be trusted. As an added safety measurese, as well as
conveniencse, heads up displays have been created to show information and
communications. Phones and driving hawve shown to be a terrible combination for some.
With these cars, texts and other communications are shown upon the windshisld,
allowing vou to communicate and keep an eve out for your surrcundings at the samse
time.

Cwerall, it has clearly come t©o light that we are easily on our way to a
more adwvanced future, and a brighter one as well. Thse automatons hawe besn proven
to be efficient, reliable, and and greatly usable.
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Notes for Writing Prompt, Sample A

Writing — Score Point 6

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 6
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric.

This sample

o fully accomplishes the task (i.e., Using details from the article, create an argument for or
against the development of driverless cars.).

e stays completely focused on the topic and presents a unifying central idea.

e explores multiple facets of the topic with fully developed, relevant supporting details (e.g.,
Sensors, which have been around since the 1980s, have been signifigantly improved in only a
decade.).

e organizes ideas logically and creates a concise, cohesive whole with a solid introduction, body,
and conclusion (e.g., Overall, it has clearly come to light that we are easily on our way to a
more advanced future, and a brighter one as well.).

¢ demonstrates precise word choice with excellent writing technique, varying vocabulary
throughout the essay (e.g., Sensors placed around the vehicles guide their way around
obstacles and allow the car to move freely, without any outside assistance or expensively built
roads.).

o s exceptionally fluent; the response includes varied sentence patterns, including complex
sentences (e.g., As an added safety measure, as well as convenience, heads up displays have
been created to show information and communications.).

¢ demonstrates a sense of audience and establishes an argumentative style appropriate to the
purpose (e.g., Did you know that we may change the future drastically, just by changing how
we use cars?).

NOTE: Per the Writing Rubric (grades 5-12), a Score Point 6 paper is rare. It fully accomplishes the
task in a thorough and insightful manner and has a distinctive quality that sets it apart as an
outstanding performance.

Grammar and Usage — Score Point 4

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 4
using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric.

This sample

e uses correct capitalization.

¢ has correct punctuation.

¢ has a few spelling errors (e.qg., signifigantly [significantly], cumputerized [computerized],
eviroment [environment]).

e uses correct grammar, with only a repeated word (e.g., and and).

e uses paragraphs effectively.
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Writing Prompt, Sample B
Writing — Score Point 6
Grammar and Usage — Score Point 4

Transportation khas driven people for centuries. The constant improvement of
speed and comZfort ha=z allowed humans to transform the way they live and function on
a daily basis=. From the horses to the modern sports car, and svery sditiomn of wehicle
imbetween, one thing has remained comstant: the necessaity of human action. Since the
dawn of time humans have needed to be alert and attentive to the ta=k of moving
them=alres from one place to the next, and nasturally their goal has besn to remows
that limitation. [ue to advance= in modern technology, thi=z dream i= shaping into a
reality. With the Znvention of =ensors and &GPP3, companie=s have developed drivezless
car=, which regquire little human actSion to transport human= from their starting
point to their destination. Theszs cars are not yet available to the general public,
although that may =ocon change. Driverles= cars =zhould be introduced to the genszal
public becaunse 0f their potential safety and effciency.

The dritrerless car has the potential to be =ignificantly more =safe than itcs
human operated countserpart. With the rapid advanceme=nts of technology, sSensor=s and
EF3 reveivers are pn courses to be more sffective than humans in avoiding carslesss
drivring error=. While technology has still not ris=zen So this level, manufacturers
hare proposed a multitede of =clutions involwing the alerting of the dziver with
seat wvibration or a =simple werbal notification. This allows the driver to trcust the
car mot TS0 mak= bamic human =rrors, and =2n=ures that the driver can focus on the
more difficult aspect= of driving that the car i= not yet able to handle. The usage
of =sensors and machines will al=so severesly rmeduce the potential for driwing under
the influence, as companie=s like BMW are finding ways to monitor the attentiirensas
of the driver, esnsuring that =afety i3 the greatest priority of the dziwer. In
regard to the overall well-being of the driver, the driverless car has massiire
adrantages over a regular car, and the improwvement of safety alone justifie= the
introduction of driverless car=s to SThe genezal public.

While =safety is impsrative to the success of the driverless car, the
effciency of these cars will be what sells them. Driverle=sz= cars would use GP3 to
create the mo=t effcient path towards the user's=s destination. Thi= would mean less
time for the user to becoms involved inm an accident, and would al=o mean the usage
of less fuel. Thess cars would also allow the driver to accomplish =omething while
the car is driving. Incredible amounts of time could be =aved by allowing userzs to
sat or study in the midst of their shirty minute drive o =chool or work, which
would be appealing =nough TSo many consumer= that they would further consider the
purchase of a driverle=s car. By implementing drivezrless cars into the live= of the
average consumer, Tthe overall sffciency of drivers would be dramatically improwed.
IThi= improvement provides a noteworthy reason to begin introducing the driverless
car to the consumer.

The sffciency of driverless cars would be great, and the safetcy would be
encouraged and welcomed, but thers are =still rpadblocks preventing the driverleass
car from finding succe=ss. Technology ha=z yet Sto e=zcalate to the point at which theaes
cars can be trusted. 2lthough Google car=s have driven, "more than half a million
mile= without a crash..." the cars are being helped by an attentive user on the
in=zide. [ue to the lack of available technology perhaps the driverless car =hould
not be introduced until the Sechnology iz made available. The driverless car also
pre=zents the challenge of unavoidably increased costs, a= the consumer would hawre TSo
pay for both a functiornal automobile and the computer sy=tems that allow 1t to driwve
it=ze=lf. The financial commitment to this product would not allow a large amount of
consumers to acguire it, which is yet another reason to be wary of the driverleass
car. Fimally, the car is currently outlawed in the wvast majoritcy of States in the

United State=s. While this problem will likely be elimZnated by the time the product
is available for purchase, 1%t i= reasonable to =ay that the current le=gal =tatus of
the driverle=s= car 1= preventing the widespread =elling of the car. Regardle=s of
the drawback= and limitation=s on the driverless carz, the
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manufacturers=s of cars should continue to pursus the effort of making them wids=ly

available_. The laws and technology will =oon be complacent with the

driverle==s car,
and th= cost will continu=

to decr=ases a= the technology improwves .
The driverless car has been pursusd for decades, and not that it is om the brink
of reality manufacturers must make an =£ffort to make the car widely available. The
driverless car will be more safe and more sffcient than anything that is used by
drivezrs today. For the improvement of both people's safety and enjoymens of their
driving experisnce, make the driverles=s car available as =oon as possible.
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Notes for Writing Prompt, Sample B

Writing — Score Point 6

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 6
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric.

This sample

o fully accomplishes the task (i.e., Using details from the article, create an argument for or
against the development of driverless cars.).

e stays completely focused on the topic and presents a unifying central idea.

e provides in-depth information and fully developed supporting facts and details (e.g., Incredible
amounts of time could be saved by allowing users to eat or study in the midst of their thirty
minute drive to school or work, which would be appealing enough to many consumers that they
would further consider the purchase of a driverless car.).

e organizes ideas logically and creates a meaningful, cohesive whole with a strong introduction,
body, and conclusion connected by smooth transitions (e.g., The driverless car has the
potential to be significantly more safe than its human operated counterpart.).

¢ demonstrates vivid word choice with excellent writing technique, varying vocabulary throughout
the essay (e.g., While safety is imperative to the success of the driverless car, the effciency of
these cars will be what sells them.).

¢ s fluent; the writer includes varied sentence patterns, including complex sentences (e.g., The
financial commitment to this product would not allow a large amount of consumers to acquire it,
which is yet another reason to be wary of the driverless car.).

¢ demonstrates an authoritative tone with a strong sense of audience (e.g., Driverless cars
should be introduced to the general public because of their potential safety and effciency.).

NOTE: Per the Writing Rubric (grades 5-12), a Score Point 6 paper is rare. It fully accomplishes the
task in a thorough and insightful manner and has a distinctive quality that sets it apart as an
outstanding performance.

Grammar and Usage — Score Point 4

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 4
using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric.

This sample

e uses correct capitalization.

e has correct punctuation.

e has a few spelling errors (e.g., imbetween, [in between], effciency [efficiency], reveivers
[receivers]).

¢ has mostly correct word usage (e.g., more safe [safer]).

e uses paragraphs effectively.
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Writing Prompt, Sample C
Writing — Score Point 5
Grammar and Usage — Score Point 4

People’s daily dependence on technology in recent years is a trend that does not seem to be
slowing down anytime soon. Car manufacturers such as Google, GM and BMW have each been working on
furthering the development of driverless cars, cars that can potentially function without human
assistance. However, Driverless cars should not be developed any further because they will never be
completely automatic and they are a safety hazard.

The idea that cars could ever function without human assistance is impossible. As stated in the
article "Driverless Cars are Coming,” these driverless cars still need drivers when “dealing with
complicated traffic issues, such as navigating through roadwork or accidents” (2). Driving is
unpredictable. Even if the driverless cars were programed to handle minor complications while driving,
there is no way to program the cars to handle every situation life would throw at the driver.

The inability for driverless cars to handle unexpected situations makes them a safety hazard. Not
to mention the fact that technology is very unreliable, in general. It will break or malfunction from time
to time. If someone does get hurt in a driverless car, more problems arise. According to the article, "If
the technology fails and someone is injured who is at fault [...]" (9). The argument over whether to
blame the driver or the manufacturer is an argument that will never be resolved.

We live in a society that strives to continually improve upon itself. Therefore, it is only natural
for people to want to further develop the concept of driverless cars. It is impossible, however, to
develop a completely driverless car without major safety concerns. Therefore, the further development
of driverless cars should be stopped.
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Notes for Writing Prompt, Sample C

Writing — Score Point 5

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 5
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric.

This sample

o fully accomplishes the task (i.e., Using details from the article, create an argument for or
against the development of driverless cars.).

e stays focused on the topic with a unifying central idea.

¢ includes ideas that are well developed with relevant details and facts (e.g., As stated in the
article “Driverless Cars are Coming,” these driverless cars still need drivers when “dealing with
complicated traffic issues, such as navigating through roadwork or accidents” (2).).

e is organized logically with an introduction, body, and conclusion (e.g., However, Driverless cars
should not be developed any further because they will never be completely automatic and they
are a safety hazard.).

¢ exhibits more than adequate word usage, with concise phrasing (e.g., We live in a society that
strives to continually improve upon itself.).

e s exceptionally fluent and uses varied sentence patterns (e.g., Even if the driverless cars were
programed to handle minor complications while driving, there is no way to program the cars to
handle every situation life would throw at the driver.).

o displays an appropriate register and awareness of audience for the task (e.g., People’s daily
dependence on technology in recent years is a trend that does not seem to be slowing down

anytime soon.).

NOTE: A Score Point 5 paper represents a solid performance. It fully accomplishes the task, but lacks
the overall level of sophistication and consistency of a Score Point 6 paper.

Grammar and Usage — Score Point 4

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 4
using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric.

This sample

e uses mostly correct capitalization (e.g., Driverless [driverless]).

e has correct punctuation.

¢ has correct spelling.

e has correct word usage.

e has one sentence fragment (e.g., Not to mention the fact that technology is very unreliable, in
general.).

e uses paragraphs correctly.
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Writing Prompt, Sample D
Writing — Score Point 5
Grammar and Usage — Score Point 4

The future all kids hawve dreamed about is near - we have robots washing dishes,
edible waterkbottles, talking computers, and cars that drives themselwves. This may
all sound magical, but are we really putting ocurselwes at risk by trying to improwve
the world we live in? Driverless Cars are an extrememly scary and dangsrous
invention that could put everyone on the road's lives at risk. They may have passed
thousands of crash tests, but who says thev won't crash on the road? If someons
does crash on the road, who will be responsible? What will happen to almost a
wvear"s worth of education we need to le2arn how to drive a car? &ll of these ars
guestions that we need to be asking, but are being overpowersed by the exciting idea
that our world will one day turn into the ficitional world we all saw in cartoons as
a kid. The year is Z0lg, but I believe we nesd to suand more Time perfecting and
ressarching the driverlsess car mors to maks sure no one's lives hawve to be taken
AWAY Too S00n.

Foogle has impacted everyone's lives in thousands of different ways. They
are the futuristic changes we want to s=2e. They even hawve had a driverless car
invited since 200%. When put to the test, this driwverless car has passed over a
half of a million crash tests; but what happens when it doesn't? All we ses2 on the
televisions or read in the magazines are all thess accomplishments they have mads
and mainly the good, succesful things they have inwvented, but who has hesard about
all the times it didn't succeed? We can't just assume that just becausse the car has
successfully passed so many tests we won't be the one in the car the few times it
doesn't. Google has spent many years on this project, but it is no where near
perfect yet. Escause this invention involves the risk of in3 jury and death, I
belisve that further research and inventions need to be made so that there is a 0%
risk of anyone qe::ing killed in the car.

Imagine: the year is 2027 and driwverless cars hawve been around for 5 years -
almﬁ 't everyone you know has one. Google has found a way to maks sure it'll never

rash and no one has died in a driwverless car related accident yet — until your
aunt"s break ELﬂdEJ_f breaked without reason and the car behind her hit her at 50
mph, killing the driver. Who will be at faultc? Your aunt technically wasn't
driwving the car - is it the manufacteur's fault? These are thoughts that no ons
thinks about when reading in the newspaper about all these new creations. Is it the
person who is "driving®™ the car's fault? They can argue thelr way out of ix,
claiming that it was :h= car's fault and that they weren't controlling it in any
way. Is it the manufacteur's fault? How can they argue? They weren't the ones
controlling the car e1,her- Their company could alsoc go bankrupt from lawsuits or
people may stop buying from that company once they hear that their car has been
involved in a crash. In the end, it will be extrememly hard to determinse who would
be at fault.

The "big thing" now is that when somsone turns 16, they rush on over to the
BEMV and get their driwvers license. Parents spend large amounts of money to provide
their kids with the sducation they nesed before they can control their own wvehicle.
What will happen to this once driverless cars become reality? vpically, a person
will start at age 15 and study driver's education to work to get their permit, and
once they hawve their permitc, they need to wait ¢ months and practice driving for
hours beforese they can test to get their driwver's license. Will we need driver's
licenses anymore if we get driverlsess cars? Ewven today, with the education people
recisve to get their driver's license, there are still thousands and thousands of

rashes becausse people didn't p:ape:ly follow the rules of the road. Will the
driwverless car know where it is illegal to make a turn? If not, will the driwver of
the car still hawve to spend almost a year studying just to be able to sit behind the
whesl and make sure it doesn't crash? Both ideas sesm illogical. It is too risky
T Trust a car to be able to determine how fast the speed limit is or where
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it"s illegal to maks a U-turn or not, but it is alsoc pointless to make drivers
follow the same law there is now about driwver's licenses.

HWe always wonder how the future will twrn out — what job will we hawe, where
will we liwve, how are we going to die? We sometimes forget that what comes with the
future also comes with risks, like driverless cars. Driverless cars have recently
been increasing in numbers and as a young driver myself, the idea terrifies me.

They have been tTested To make sure there is no fault in the car's system, but how
will T know I will not be the unlucky one that is in the car when it does £ail?

When it does fail, will it ke my fault? Did learn all this information I learned
just to ke akle to sit on the left side of the car and watch the sky? These are all
guestions no one wWwants to ask or accept. We still hawve many years left on this
Earth, we need to spend more time perfecting the structures and the laws that
surround the inwvention of the driverless car.
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Notes for Writing Prompt, Sample D

Writing — Score Point 5

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 5
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric.

This sample

o fully accomplishes the task (i.e., Using details from the article, create an argument for or
against the development of driverless cars.).

e stays focused on the topic.

¢ includes many ideas that are well developed with relevant details (e.g., Their company could
also go bankrupt from lawsuits or people may stop buying from that company once they hear
that their car has been involved in a crash.).

e s organized logically with an introduction, body, and conclusion (e.g., The year is 2016, but |
believe we need to spend more time perfecting and researching the driverless car more to
make sure no one's lives have to be taken away too soon.).

¢ exhibits more than adequate word usage (e.g., Because this invention involves the risk of injury
and death, | believe that further research and inventions need to be made so that there is a 0%
risk of anyone getting killed in the car.).

e s easy to read and uses varied sentence patterns (e.g., Even today, with the education people
recieve to get their driver's license, there are still thousands and thousands of crashes because
people didn't properly follow the rules of the road.).

o displays a lively tone and original perspective; however, there is an overreliance on rhetorical
guestions (e.g., Who will be at fault? Your aunt technically wasn't driving the car - is it the
manufacteur's fault? These are thoughts that no one thinks about when reading in the
newspaper about all these new creations. Is it the person who is "driving" the car's fault?).

NOTE: A Score Point 5 paper represents a solid performance. It fully accomplishes the task, but lacks
the overall level of sophistication and consistency of a Score Point 6 paper.

Grammar and Usage — Score Point 4

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 4
using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric.

This sample

e uses correct capitalization.

e has mostly correct punctuation (e.g., drivers license [driver’s license]).

e has spelling errors (e.g., extrememly [extremely], ficitional [fictional], succesful [successful]).
e has mostly correct word usage (e.g., lives [life], have [has]).

e uses paragraphs correctly.
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Writing Prompt, Sample E
Writing — Score Point 4
Grammar and Usage — Score Point 4

In the past driverless cars were only an idea or a thing in movies. With the help of today's
technology they are starting to become a reality. Driverless cars are a great thing for us to continue
developing and enhancing, since they work smoothly, they are safe, and they have different levels of how
driverless they are.

Driverless cars work to make everyday life easier and simpler for everyone. Google has developed
a modified Toyota Prius that has been able to smoothly drive itself 90% of the time. The makers of this
car had added position-estimating sensors to the left-rear wheel, a rotating sensor to the roof, and a
video camera on the rearview mirror, so the car can constantly produce a 3-D model of where the car is.
This in turn allows for the car to operate safely.

Driverless cars are also very safe. They still have an alert driver in the driver's seat for some of
the instances where the car cannot operate itself. Some of the instances are roadwork or an accident
that the driver would have to manuever around. This adds to the safety of this high-tech cars.

There are also many types of driverless cars. Some of these cars are much simpler and only have
traffic-jam assistance that only works at speeds of up to 25 miles per hour. Then there are cars like the
one made by Google that can operate itself 90% of the time only needing human operation when there
was an accident on the side of the the road or road construction being done.

Overall driveless cars are the future and we should embarce how they work, how safe they are,
and all the different types there are.
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Notes for Writing Prompt, Sample E

Writing — Score Point 4

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 4
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric.

This sample

e accomplishes the task (i.e., Using details from the article, create an argument for or against the
development of driverless cars.).

e stays focused on the topic.
includes sufficient information and supporting details (e.g., Some of these cars are much
simpler and only have traffic-jam assistance that only works at speeds of up to 25 miles per
hour.).

e progresses in a logical order with an introduction, body, and brief conclusion (e.g., Overall
driveless cars are the future and we should embarce how they work, how safe they are, and all
the different types there are.).

¢ demonstrates control of vocabulary that is appropriate to the topic (e.g., Some of the instances
are roadwork or an accident that the driver would have to manuever around.).

e uses varied sentence patterns (e.g., The makers of this car had added position-estimating
sensors to the left-rear wheel, a rotating sensor to the roof, and a video camera on the rearview
mirror, so the car can constantly produce a 3-D model of where the car is.).

o displays an appropriate register and sense of audience (e.g., In the past driverless cars were
only an idea or a thing in movies.).

NOTE: A Score Point 4 paper represents a good performance. It accomplishes the task, but generally
needs to exhibit more development, better organization, and a more sophisticated writing style to
receive a higher score.

Grammar and Usage — Score Point 4

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 4
using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric.

This sample

¢ has correct capitalization.

¢ has mostly correct punctuation with some missing commas.
¢ has few spelling errors (e.g., driveless [driverless]).

e has few word usage errors (e.g., had [have]).

e uses paragraphs correctly.
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Writing Prompt, Sample F
Writing — Score Point 4
Grammar and Usage — Score Point 4

When trying to develop an oplnion con driverless cars there are alot of
different aspects to consider. They aren't something you can automatically be for or
against because there are alot of different positives and negatives that coms with
driverless cars.

Driverless cars are very interesting and one positive that comes along with
driwverless cars is the fact that it would ke a huge advancement in our technology.
Paragrahs 4 and 3 give sxamples of the amount of technology nesded to use a
driverless car.

"For starters, they nesded a whole lot of sensors. Google's modified Toyota
Prius uses position-estimating senscrs on the left rear wheesl, a rotating senscr on
the roof, a wvideo camera mounted near the rearview mirror, four automotive radar
sensors, a GP3 recelver, and an inertial motion sensor. The most important bit of
technology in this system is the spinning sensor con the roof. Dubkbed LIDAR, it uses
laser beams to form a constantly updating 3-D model of the car’s surroundings."
("Driverless Cars Rre Coming")

Thers are many other positive aspects that comes along with driverless cars,
but there are alsc negatives. One of the negatives listed at the =nd of paragraph 9
talks about liability. "3till, ewven if traffic laws changs, new laws will be needsd
in order to cover liability in the case of an accident. If the technology fails and
somecons is injuresed, who 1s at fault—the driver or the manufactursr?" ("Drivsrless
Cars Are Coming")

This brings up a good lsgal issus as well as a nessasary changes needed in
our laws i1f driverless cars were to hit the roads. These are just two argumsnts out
of hundreds that could have been brought up for both the positive and nsgative
aspects of driverless cars. However there 1s ons point I specifically want ot argus.

Driwverless cars are a good idsa and I believe that ons day they will and
should hit the roads, but before that can happen alot of things nsed to changs. For
example roads, laws, and technology all need to be updated if we want driverless
cars. With that besing said I do believe that ths devslopment of driverlsss cars
should continue, but I do not believe they are ready for the roads.
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Notes for Writing Prompt, Sample F

Writing — Score Point 4

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 4
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric.

This sample

o accomplishes the task (i.e., Using details from the article, create an argument for or against the
development of driverless cars.).

e stays focused on the topic.

¢ includes sufficient information and relevant supporting details; however, development relies
heavily on long quotes (e.g., One of the negatives listed at the end of paragraph 9 talks about
liability. "Still, even if traffic laws change, new laws will be needed in order to cover liability in
the case of an accident. If the technology fails and someone is injured, who is at fault—the
driver or the manufacturer?").

e progresses in a logical order with an introduction, body, and conclusion (e.g., With that being
said | do believe that the development of driverless cars should continue, but I do not believe
they are ready for the roads.).

¢ demonstrates control of basic vocabulary that is appropriate to the topic (e.g., Driverless cars
are very interesting and one positive that comes along with driverless cars is the fact that it
would be a huge advancement in our technology.).

e uses some varied sentence patterns (e.g., When trying to develop an opinion on driverless cars
there are alot of different aspects to consider.).

o displays an attempt at establishing a style appropriate for the task by using a counterargument
(e.g., This brings up a good legal issue as well as a nessasary change needed in our laws if
driverless cars were to hit the roads.).

Grammar and Usage — Score Point 4

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 4
using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric.

This sample

e has correct capitalization.

e has mostly correct punctuation, with some missing commas (e.g., Driverless cars are very
interesting [,] and one positive that comes along with driverless cars is the fact that it would be
a huge advancement in our technology.).

o has few spelling errors (e.g., alot [a lot], Paragrahs [Paragraphs], nessasary [necessary]).

e has correct word usage.

e uses paragraphs correctly.
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Writing Prompt, Sample G
Writing — Score Point 3
Grammar and Usage — Score Point 3

Driverless cars are still a long time away from being an everyday thing.
They are s5till on their way and they will be here before we know it. Driverless
cars can offer a safer and easier way of transportation for people without access to
a vehicle of their own. Driverless cars are a great idea for the future.

Driverless cars can take the human aspect out of driving completely. Human
error is the cause of a large majority of car accidents. Diverless cars would
completely eliminate the possibility of human errcr. Without humans at the wheel
the roads would be much safer for everyone.

Driverless cars would be much easier and more efficient than drivable
vehicles. 1If all cars were automatically driven there would be no need for people
to get a drivers liscense. It would be cheaper for people who don't have the money
for a car of their own. City traffic doesnt allow everyone to own a car, the roads
couldn't support that kind of traffic. If cars were automatic they could avoid
causing traffic jams using alternative routes. It would be much easier on law
enforcement who are the people who have to monitor all of the roads for unsafe
drivers. This would cut back millicns in tax dollars used on law enforcement.

Driverless cars are a great plan for the future. I dont see any downsides
to a perfected driverless car. With safety in mind driverless cars would be the
best thing that could come in the future. They would be easier for everyone to get
to their destination gquickly and safely.
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Notes for Writing Prompt, Sample G

Writing — Score Point 3

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 3
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric.

This sample

¢ minimally accomplishes the task (i.e., Using details from the article, create an argument for or
against the development of driverless cars.).

e stays focused on the topic.

¢ includes limited development of ideas with few details (e.g., If cars were automatic they could
avoid causing traffic jams using alternative routes.).

e attempts to logically organize ideas with an introduction, body, and conclusion; however, use of
transitions is limited (e.g., Driverless cars are a great idea for the future.).

¢ demonstrates control of basic vocabulary and uses repetitive sentence structure with some
attempt at more varied sentence patterns (e.g., Without humans at the wheel the roads would
be much safer for everyone.).

¢ demonstrates an attempt to adjust language and tone to task (e.g., They would be easier for
everyone to get to their destination quickly and safely.).

NOTE: A Score Point 3 paper represents a performance that minimally accomplishes the task. Some
elements of development, organization, and writing style are weak.

Grammar and Usage — Score Point 3

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 3
using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric.

This sample

e uses correct capitalization.

e has spelling errors (e.g., Diverless [Driverless], liscense [license]).

¢ has punctuation errors including missing commas, apostrophes, and a comma splice (e.g., City
traffic doesnt [doesn’t] allow everyone to own a car, [;] the roads couldn't support that kind of
traffic.).

¢ has correct word usage.
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Writing Prompt, Sample H
Writing — Score Point 3
Grammar and Usage — Score Point 3

Do you think it'd be safer to have a driverless car. Driverless cars aren't a good idea i think
because for kids in the future they won't be able to learn how to drive. I think it's safer having a human
driver not the car driving it's self.

I don't like the idea because I'm learning how to drive and feel safe being the driver. I don't
like thinking about not being able to drive my car or vehicle. I personally feel nervous about the idea of
driverless cars because people have been driving for thousands of years and why change it.

If we get driverless cars how would teens learn how to drive to thier liecense. The cars
wouldn't be teaching them anything if the car drives its self. Teens learning to drive want the full
satisfaction that they are in control of the car not the car in control of them.

I feel safer with a human driver. If the driverless car has a problem and has a wreck or
something. If the car has a manufactured part or something I don't think a machanice to fix it.

My conclusion is why take away our love of driving just to be lazy and get a driverless car.
People wanna be lazy now a days it's unreal but taking away driving is unfair.
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Notes for Writing Prompt, Sample H

Writing — Score Point 3

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 3
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric.

This sample

e minimally accomplishes the task (i.e., Using details from the article, create an argument for or
against the development of driverless cars.).

e stays somewhat focused on the topic.

¢ includes a few ideas that are repeated; development is often limited (e.g., Teens learning to
drive want the full satisfaction that they are in control of the car not the car in control of them.).

e attempts to organize ideas with an introduction, body, and conclusion (e.g., My conclusion is
why take away our love of driving just to be lazy and get a driverless car.).

e demonstrates control of basic vocabulary with some attempt at sentence variety (e.g., If the car
has a manufactured part of something | don’t think a machanice to fix it.).

¢ demonstrates an attempt to adjust language and tone to task (e.g., Driverless cars aren’t a
good idea i think because for kids in the future they won't be able to learn how to drive.).

NOTE: A Score Point 3 paper represents a performance that minimally accomplishes the task. Some
elements of development, organization, and writing style are weak.

Grammar and Usage — Score Point 3

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 3
using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric.

This sample

e has a capitalization error (e.g., i [l]).

o has spelling errors (e.g. their [thier], liecense [license], machanice [mechanic]).

e has punctuation errors including missing commas and question marks (e.g., Do you think it'd
be safer to have a driverless car. [?]).

e has usage errors (e.qg., it’s self [itself], wanna [want to]).
¢ has difficulty with sentence structure, sometimes resulting in fragments and run-on sentences

(e.g., If the driverless car has a problem and has a wreck or something.).
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Writing Prompt, Sample |
Writing — Score Point 2
Grammar and Usage — Score Point 2

About The Driverless cars I'm against the IDea of It. I Think The Human should be driving at
all times. There are different consequences about driverless cars. Driverless cars are gonna cause alot
of problems every where. The Things That could go bad with Driverless cars are, If it happens to wreck
the human is held responsible. Why I Think we shouldnt have driverless cars is because I want to drive
Just to be sure I know what I'm doing.

Driverless cars also hold a Threat If someones in it and the car is driving in the morning. The
operator could Fall asleep and wont wake up when the car is giving the warning a a Traffic wreck, and
The cars Just Drives into It and crashes. That's what I Think about Driverless cars.
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Notes for Writing Prompt, Sample |

Writing - Score Point 2

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 2
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric.

This sample

o partially accomplishes the task (i.e., Using details from the article, create an argument for or
against the development of driverless cars.).

e exhibits some focus.

e provides few supporting details (e.g., The Things That could go bad with Driverless cars are, If it
happens to wreck the human is held responsible.).

¢ includes an attempt at a limited introduction and conclusion, but organization is minimal due to
limited progression of ideas (e.g., That’s what | Think about Driverless cars.).

e exhibits minimal word usage and writing techniques resulting in difficulties with fluency (e.qg.,
About The Driverless cars I'm against the IDea of It.).

NOTE: A Score Point 2 paper represents a performance that only partially accomplishes the task. Some
responses may exhibit difficulty maintaining a focus. Others may be too brief to provide sufficient
development of the topic or evidence of adequate organizational or writing style.

Grammar and Usage - Score Point 2

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 2
using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric.

This sample

¢ has capitalization errors (e.g., The [the], IDea [idea], If [if]).

¢ has a spelling error (e.g., alot [a lot]).

¢ has punctuation errors (e.g., shouldnt [shouldn’t], someones [someone’s], wont [won’t]).

¢ has usage errors (e.g., gonna [going to], every where [everywhere]).

¢ has difficulty with sentence construction (e.g., The operator could Fall asleep and wont wake up
when the car is giving the warning a a Traffic wreck, and The cars Just Drives into It and
crashes.).

e has frequent errors in a relatively brief writing sample.
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Writing Prompt, Sample J
Writing — Score Point 2
Grammar and Usage — Score Point 2

I think driverless cars arse in our future but i wont be riding in ons. Personally
i like driwving, im not old encugh te have my lisence but 1 for sure lock forward to
being behind the wheel. I think id rather driwve then sit in a car that drives it
self, n that i have to trust. Even car wrecks happen often i think there would be a
rise in car wrecks do to the tecnogly in cars.

Why would anyone want a car that still needs a driver? I think people would
just be waiting for their turn. A car not needing your assistants to go down the
road just ssem unsafe&scary i think with driverless cars there will deffiently be
more wrecks.

i think if driwverless cars become the future, there will bes a rise in car
accidents. i1 fesl like prices of gass for the non buysrs will go up. i1 dont think
driverless cars are a good investmsnt at all
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Notes for Writing Prompt, Sample J

Writing - Score Point 2

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 2
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric.

This sample

e partially accomplishes the task (i.e., Using details from the article, create an argument for or
against the development of driverless cars.).

e exhibits some focus.

e provides few ideas with minimal development (e.g., | think people would just be waiting for their
turn.).

¢ includes an attempt at a limited introduction and conclusion, but organization is minimal due to
limited progression of ideas (e.g., | think driverless cars are in our future but i wont be riding in
one.).

¢ exhibits minimal word usage and writing techniques.

NOTE: A Score Point 2 paper represents a performance that only partially accomplishes the task. Some
responses may exhibit difficulty maintaining a focus. Others may be too brief to provide sufficient
development of the topic or evidence of adequate organizational or writing style.

Grammar and Usage - Score Point 2

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 2
using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric.

This sample

e has capitalization errors (e.g., i [l], im [I'm]).

¢ has spelling errors (e.g., lisence [license], tecnogly [technology], gass [gas]).

¢ has punctuation errors (e.g., | [I] dont [don’t] think driverless cars are a good investment at all [.]).
e has usage errors (e.g., do [due], assistants [assistance]).

¢ has frequent errors in a relatively brief writing sample.
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Writing Prompt, Sample K
Writing — Score Point 1
Grammar and Usage — Score Point 1

Driwverless cars, could be a very great idsa for lots of people who don't want to

drive or who couldn't drive in the article it said wat driver needs a driverless car
people that are not able to drive should want a driverless car although it could

cause less accidents, kbut who would want a car
or do anything u want it to do driverless cars
arn't able to driwve but what if somewhone who
way or is becoming closs to traffic issussz= and

that doesn't go as fast as u want it
should cocnly ke mads for pecpls who
can driwe nessds to pull ocut an driwve
there not able to do anything.
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Notes for Writing Prompt, Sample K

Writing - Score Point 1

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 1
using the ISTEP+ Writing Rubric.

This sample

¢ does not accomplish the task (i.e., Using details from the article, create an argument for or against
the development of driverless cars.).

has minimal development.

is difficult to follow due to lack of organization of limited information.

exhibits minimal word usage.

demonstrates less than minimal writing technique.

NOTE: A Score Point 1 paper represents a performance that fails to accomplish the task. It exhibits
considerable difficulty in areas of development, organization, and writing style. The writing is generally
either very brief or rambling and repetitive, sometimes resulting in a response that may be difficult to read
or comprehend.

Grammar and Usage - Score Point 1

The following list describes a writing sample (shown on the previous page) that earns a Score Point 1
using the ISTEP+ Grammar and Usage Rubric.

This sample

¢ has spelling errors (e.g., wat [what], u [you], somewhone [someone]).
¢ has missing words and usage errors (e.g., an [a], there [they're]).

e consists of one run-on sentence.

e has numerous errors in a brief writing sample.
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Writing Prompt, Sample L
Writing — Score Point 1
Grammar and Usage — Score Point 1

I feel like GM has developed driver's seats that they know what they are doing on the job. At GM they
give you a heads up displays about ever thing they have.

Notes for Writing Prompt, Sample L

Writing - Score Point 1

The following list describes a writing sample (shown above) that earns a Score Point 1 using the ISTEP+
Writing Rubric.

This sample

¢ does not accomplish the task (i.e., Using details from the article, create an argument for or against
the development of driverless cars.).

has less than minimal development.

is too brief to establish an order.

exhibits minimal word usage.

demonstrates less than minimal writing technique.

NOTE: A Score Point 1 paper represents a performance that fails to accomplish the task. It exhibits
considerable difficulty in areas of development, organization, and writing style. The writing is generally
either very brief or rambling and repetitive, sometimes resulting in a response that may be difficult to read
or comprehend.

Grammar and Usage - Score Point 1

The following list describes a writing sample (shown above) that earns a Score Point 1 using the ISTEP+
Grammar and Usage Rubric.

This sample

¢ has correct capitalization.

e has a spelling error (e.g., ever thing [everything]).
¢ has a usage error (e.g., displays [display]).

¢ has difficulty with sentence structure.

e has multiple errors in a brief writing sample.
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